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The Gloucester Writers Center is devoted to the exploration, development and celebration 
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Join us to share a true story, or just listen to them.
Surrounded & supported by a circle of friends (and strangers) you will have 

5 minutes to humor, astound or petrify us.

Learn more about the organization that planted the seed of inspiration for this event:
www.themoth.org/about • Questions or Comments?  timbah.bell@gmail.com

• PLEASE FORWARD THIS ON TO ANY FOLKS WHO MIGHT BE INTERESTED •
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Gay Walley

April 20, 2011 • 7:30 PM • The HARBOR ROOM

A Play Reading:

This play is currently going up in Prague and hopefully Off Broadway in New York. 
Audience participation to read might be encouraged, along with 

Thorpe Feidt and Peter Anastas who have kindly agreed to read Mahler and Freud. 
Charlee Bianchini will read Alma and there are some other surprise characters.

The play centers around the meeting of Freud and Mahler – but it also is about 
what it is to be a genius, what it is to be a genius married, what was the 

future of music then, and the future of art now.

126 EAST MAIN STREET • GLOUCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS 01930 

The Gloucester Writers Center is devoted to the exploration, development and celebration 
of our diverse voices through dialogue and the artistic process.

MAHLER & FREUD IN HOLLAND
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SUSAN ERONY LECTURES ON

Text, Image & 
Visual Art

MAY 11, 2011  
7:30 PM

Gloucester-based artist, lecturer, and sometime curator
Susan Erony attended Rhode Island School of Design, 
Massachusetts College of Art, Lesley University and the 

University for Humanistic Studies in Utrecht, Holland. 
Her artwork has focused primarily on history and the human 

condition and her lectures on the intersection of art and society.
Erony has consulted to organizations on the issues of art and 

society, taught and lectured on both art history and art practice, 
and organized exhibitions on subjects ranging from the use of 

artistic devices in creating prejudice to those showcasing the
work of one artist. Erony has exhibited extensively and has
work in private and public collections in North America, 

Europe and the Middle East. Pa
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"This project was made possible in part by the Society for the Encouragement for the Arts Partner With an Artist Program
with support from the Bruce J. Anderson and the Selma and Andrew Bayness Funds of the Boston Foundation."

Vincent Katz is a poet, translator, art critic, editor, and curator. He is the 
author of nine books of poetry, including Cabal of Zealots, Understanding Objects,
and Rapid Departures. He won the 2005 American Literary Translators Associa-
tion’s National Translation Award for his book of translations from Latin, The
Complete Elegies of Sextus Propertius. He was awarded a Rome Prize Fellowship in
Literature at the American Academy in Rome for 2001-2002, and a one-month 
residency at the American Academy in Berlin in Spring, 2006. He is the editor of
the poetry and arts journal VANITAS and of Libellum books. He also organized an
exhibition on Black Mountain College and was the editor of Black Mountain 
College: Experiment In Art.

Anna Moschovakis is the author of You and Three Others Are Approach-
ing a Lake, I Have Not Been Able to Get Through to Everyone, and several chap-
books, most recently FILM TWO and The Human Machine. Her translations from
the French include texts by Henri Michaux, Claude Cahun, Théophile Gautier,
Pierre Alféri, and Blaise Cendrars, as well as the books The Jokers by Albert
Cossery, The Possession by Annie Ernaux, and The Engagement by Georges
Simenon. A recipient of grants and fellowships from NYFA, Apexart, and The 
Poetry Fund, she is also a member of the Brooklyn-based publishing collective Ugly
Duckling Presse, where she edits poetry and heads up the Dossier Series for 
investigative texts.

APRIL 9TH • 7:30PM
THE HARBOR ROOM

8 NORWOOD COURT

Poetry Salon

www.gloucesterwriters.org.
126 EAST MAIN STREET • GLOUCESTER, MA 01930 • USA

The Gloucester Writers Center is devoted to the exploration, development and celebration 
of our diverse voices through dialogue and the artistic process.

www.gloucesterwriters.org.
126 EAST MAIN STREET • GLOUCESTER, MA 01930 • USA

The Gloucester Writers Center is devoted to the exploration, development and celebration 
of our diverse voices through dialogue and the artistic process.

Jonathan Strong grew up in Illinois and now lives in Rockport, MA.  
He teaches fiction writing at Tufts University and the Bread Loaf School 
of English.  He has also taught at Harvard University, the University of
Massachusetts, Boston, and Wellesley College.

He has received the Rosenthal Award of the National Institute of Arts 
and Letters, two O. Henry awards, and two grants from the National 
Endowment for the Arts.  His fiction has appeared in Partisan Review, 
Esquire, Shenandoah, The Atlantic, TriQuarterly, and the Transatlantic 
Review, among others.

His books are: Consolation, Drawn From Life, A Circle Around Her, The
Old World, An Untold Tale, Offspring, Secret Words, Elsewhere, Companion
Pieces, Ourselves, The Haunts of His Youth (revised edition of Tike and Five
Stories), and the upcoming novels More Light and Hawkweed and Indian
Paintbrush.

Joseph Torra is a poet, novelist and editor. His books include Gas Station,
Tony Luongo, My Ground, The Bystander's Scrapbook, They Say, Keep

Watching the Sky and After the Chinese. He edited Lift magazine, served on
the editorial board at Pressed Wafer Press, edited and introduced Stephen

Jonas, Selected Poems. His forthcoming prose poem journal, Time Being, is
forthcoming from Quale Press. He will be reading from his new novel,

What's So Funny (Pressed Wafer Press).

      
      

Friday • May 13 • 7:30 
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During the Middle Bronze Age, according to sparse first-person-accounts, myth
and recent reconstructions, a “mega-tsunami” roared across Ireland from west
to east... erasing overnight one of Ireland’s most vital cultures. This Flood, and
subsequent Iceland volcanic eruptions with devastating changes to climate, 
ensured that Ireland’s “The Golden Age” would be forgotten. A distorted image
of the Tuath Dé Danann would hold imaginations for centuries to come.

Writing a screenplay after almost ten years of new research in Ireland, Canadian
media artist and writer Michael Cerulli Billingsley ties those ancient events to a
fragile equilibrium that we have come to expect will hold (at least since the great
Lisbon earthquake of 1755). Yet poised to happen again, a mega-tsunami would
devastate Gloucester and other coastal communities.
Using his insights from the times when such events were known to be part of life (and people were not so
sure tomorrow would be identical to today), Billingsley will give an illustrated talk about options facing
Gloucester, and steps already underway to enhance our survival.
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Michael Cerulli Billingsley has a 30-year career of photography and video exhibition following work with Minor White in the
70’s.  He has written about the arts in a number of periodicals as well as published independent tabloids, ‘zines, artist magazines
and blogs. His writing ranges from technical articles and investigative reporting, to song lyrics and poetry.  

He is writing his second feature film.  His first, “Prison Life,” saw limited screenings before prints were lost in a fire, and
had received Honorable Mention in N.E. Foundation for the Arts and BFVF’s New England Film Festival.  Billingsley keeps a
composition/sound mastering studio in Vermont, where he has lived most of his life.  He has two children and three stepchildren.
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Letter from Vincent Ferrini to Annie Thomas

THURSDAY • DECEMBER 16 
AT THE HARBOR ROOM

3 NORWOOD COURT
EAST GLOUCESTER
Across from the Writer's Center

Please join us for multi-course 
sumptuous feast prepared by 
Heidi  Pulkkinen & Chris Thomas. 

Our guest of honor and author of the
new novel "The Decline of Fishes" 

SUGGESTED DONATION: 
What ever you would expect to pay  for a fantastic evening of local cuisine, wine and conversation.

SPACE IS VERY LIMITED SO CALL ANNIE NOW AT 978-283-7738 TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT. 
Proceeds from the Scribblers Feast go to supporting the Gloucester Writers Center.  

All donations are tax exempt.

Scribblers Feast

Toast peter Anastas
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This presentation presents information from two recent papers by Charles Alexander, about Charles
Olson, one titled "Monogene & Collagen: Dancing the Connective Tissue," and the other, "David
Jones and Charles Olson in Time and Space," as well as thoughts about poetry of the 1960s in the

USA as presented in a humanities seminar on Poetry and the 1960s in Spring 2011. 

��������	���
���
�������!� ����!���

���!�#����

����� �
� ��

	����������#�
����� �	��"�����

����� ��#����!���������������$�������

Charles Alexander is founder/director of Chax Press,
publisher of innovative poetry and book arts editions.
His books of poetry include Hopeful Buildings, Arc of
Light / Dark Matter, Near or Random Acts, and Certain
Slants, as well as several chapbooks. He edited and con-
tributed to the collection of essays, Art & Language:
Talking the Boundless Book. His honors include the Ari-
zona Arts Award and three Fund for Poetry Awards.
Lately he has been lost (or found) somewhere among the

poetic waters of Ludovico Ariosto, Walter Ralegh,
Charles Olson, and David Jones. He'll surface some-
time soon. Meanwhile his new book of poetry, Pushing
Water (complete edition) is being published by
Cuneiform Press (Austin, Texas) in September 2011.
He teaches for the Naropa University Summer Writing
Program and at the University of Arizona. Charles
shares a warehouse studio in Tucson with his wife, the 
visual artist Cynthia Miller.

Ms. Kennedy, a born in the USA poet, journalist, 
editor, publisher, and Tibetologist, lives in India.  She
is the author of 5 books of poetry, and hundreds of
essays, articles, and interviews, as well as the publisher
of over 29 books of poetry and memoirs by other
writers. She writes regularly for the Deccan Herald
Newspaper, one of India's leading publications on the
themes of human values, transcendence, and service
to society. 
She is presently working on PEACE BOY, The True
And Humorous Story Of  Tsering Rongtse, about a
ten year old monk, who escapes on foot from Amdo

June 21, 2011 • 7:30 pm

Province, Tibet, into India.
Her most recent book, I Am Tibetan, is a collec-
tion of true stories of survivors of the Tibetan 
diaspora crafted as personal poems. 

Terry worked with Vincent Ferrini for more than
30 years. He was her first mentor and constant 
literary correspondent up until his death. Terry
also worked with the late poet Anne Sexton who
was her field faculty adviser at Goddard College.
Ms. Kennedy received her Master of Arts in Po-
etry in 1974 from Goddard.
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Terry Reis Kennedy

Terry Reis Kennedy will give a public talk on the difficulties writers must overcome in a
world that places an emphasis on material success as opposed to authenticity of the spirit.
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A M M I E L A L C A L A Y

Over the last 10 years I have explored a formative period for me,
the late 1960s to the later 1970s. My last two books, Islanders, a
novel, and neither wit nor gold, a collection of writings, photo-
graphs, and notebook pages, rediscovers — for myself —work
from that period. What has it meant for me, not simply to have
published this work, but to begin reading it, making further sense
of it? What kind of history is embedded there and how long does
it take to begin understanding one’s own emergence from partic-
ular times and places? I plan to read various pieces, show some of
the visual and other materials involved, and open a discussion
about those crucial points in time and memory that each of us
protects, forgets, and remembers again.

Ammiel Alcalay grew up in Boston, spending time
in Gloucester where family friends included Olson,
Ferrini, Mary Shore, and Peter Anastas. In Boston,
between pool halls, movies, bookstores and demon-
strations, he got to know poets like John Wieners.
After doing all kinds of work, he got involved in the Middle East and
Balkans as a translator, scholar, and activist. Now a professor at Queens
College and the CUNY Graduate Center, his books include Islanders;
neither wit nor gold; Scrapmetal; from the warring factions; Memories
of Our Future; After Jews and Arabs; and the cairo noteboooks.  One of the co-founders of OlsonNow, 
he is the initiator of Lost & Found: The CUNY Poetics Document Initiative.

JoeAnn Hart

Laura Harrington
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Alone 
Together

&

July 6th
7:30 pm
The Harbor Room
8 Norwood Court

Laura Harrington, award winning playwright,
lyricist and librettist, winner of the 2008 Kle-
ban Award for "most promising librettist in
American Musical Theatre," has written
dozens of plays, musicals, operas and radio
plays which have been produced in 28 states,
Canada and Europe. Alice Bliss, her first novel,
has been chosen by Barnes & Noble for their
“Discover Great New Writers” program.

Longtime Gloucester resident, JoeAnn Hart is
the author of the novel Addled (Little Brown).
Her short stories,essays and articles have ap-
peared in the Boston Globe Magazine, Prairie
Schooner, Opean City, Hobart and Writers
Digest among many other publications. She
lives in Gloucester. For more info. and to see
pictures of her farm animals, please visit
www.joeannhart.com

READINGS ARE MADE POSSIBLE WITH GENEROUS SUPPORT FROM THE BRUCE J. ANDERSON FOUNDATION.

This event will be held at the Harbor Room 
and is co-hosted by the Bookstore of Gloucester 

Everyone knew it was going to be good time, but no
one among the 100 attendees was prepared for the joy,
the humor, the spirit, and the deep sense of community
that ran through this remarkable event.

Vincent would have been 98 years old that evening,
and when poet and long-time friend Elisabeth
McKim read a poem of his, perfectly mimicking his
accent and accentuations - he was with us. 
And he stayed with us throughout the evening,

dancing, laughing, talking and listening.

Godfather of punk Willie Alexander, ably 
assisted by father-son sax players Rikki and Alek 
Razden, took the feeling to another level with Ferrini-
inspired tunes like “Life is the Poem.” And, when they
weren’t taking us higher, they laid down a dancing
groove that would’ve had Vincent in a lather.

Visiting writer Terry Reis Kennedy kept things hopping
on the floor. Gordon Baird, who had his dancing shoes
on, corralled Mac Bell for a number that an unreliable
witness called the “zampuchi.” None of us had ever
seen its like before.
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David Rich was born in Gloucester
and educated at Boston University
and Harvard. He is the editor of
Charles Olson: Letters Home, 1949 -
1969, a collection of the American
poet’s Gloucester-based correspon-
dence, published by the Cape Ann
Museum in 2010.

David Rich discusses and reads from his
new chapbook of poems Arshile Gorky,

drawn from his experience during an 
archaeological excavation in eastern Turkey

during the summer of 2001, near the
birthplace of the abstract expressionist

painter and the razed
city of Van, site of

Armenian resistance
during the First

World War.
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John Landry was a historical consultant on Cathryn Davis Zommer
and Neeley House's documentary film Fully Awake: Black Moun-
tain College. This film will be screened at GWC and Landry will ad-
dress the influences of Olson, Creeley, and others, on his writing and
teaching. His sense of "the presence of place" and commitment to the
local will be also illustrated with his own poems from 1970-2010,
from Who will prune the plum tree when I'm gone / quién va a
podar los ciruelos cuando me vaya (Chile 2010) and other publica-
tions.

John Landry is from New Bedford, MA - Gloucester's Sister City of Fish. He served as poet laureate and as
president of Gallery X, where he hosted the Whaling City Review LIVE readings. He was contributing editor
for the 50th anniversary anthology of San Francisco's Beatitude. Currently, John is a poetry editor for Newport
Review in RI.  He has also lived in Washington, D.C., Louisiana, and the islands of Maui and Patmos. John
was mentored by poets John Wieners, Denise Levertov and Robert Creeley, for whom he served as "memory
guide" during Creeley's last semesters at Brown University. He studied with Joanne Kyger, Ed Sanders, and
Allen Ginsberg at Naropa Institute. Landry has taught at University of Massachusetts, Bristol Community
College, and Fulda University in Germany. His book, who will prune the plum tree when i'm gone / quién va
a podar los ciruelos cuando me vaya was published by Editorial Cuneta in Chile during the 2010 earthquakes.
John currently resides in San Jose, CA.

"who will love the 

person this place is?

AUGUST 3, 2011 • 7:30PM

FILM SCREENING OF FULLY AWAKE: 
BLACK MOUNTAIN COLLEGE

who will love the 

place this person is?"

Kate Tarlow Morgan

Kate Tarlow Morgan, New York City-born choreographer, writer, urban archaeologist, has lived in rural 
New England since 1998.  Her interest in local place and history inspired a 7-year research/performance
project about the NYC Subway.  Morgan’s most recent large work, "Walking In The Water," (2006) was a
re-telling of the story of the devastating Flood of 2005 in Alstead, New Hampshire.  Sole archivist of The
Rhythms Technique – specialized work based on natural movement, Morgan teaches in local area schools.
Editor of Currents, Journal of Body-Mind Centering, Morgan is the author of a new book on dance and cul-
tural history entitled Circles and Boundaries (Factory Press, 2011).  She is also co-editor of The Body-Mind
Centering Anthology: Experience and Method (North Atlantic Press, 2011). Recently included in The
Worcester Review (Fall 2010), Morgan presented her essay “The Body Is A House” at the Olson 100 Events
in Gloucester, MA 2010.

JULY 17, 2011 • 7:30PM

“I am an archive and in it are all my things…” 
from Letters to Peach, Kate Tarlow Morgan

Kate Tarlow Morgan will read from her new book 
Circles & Boundaries (Factory School, 2011), 

a selection of writings from 1975-91 that utilizes 
cross-disciplinary ethnographic techniques and 

fiction to grasp at the essence of a city.  
Morgan will also reveal the early stages of 

dance-making with Gloucester’s fishing industry 
as backdrop. Drawing from the Olson Archives 

and her own, Morgan will discuss some of the ways in
which the physical body maintains a very specific 

trajectory  to memory, and too, to space.  
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POET LAUREATE RUFUS COLLINSON PRESENTS
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KENT BOWKER
Kent grew up in San Francisco, and went to UC in 1946. He has worked as a physicist, union organizer, 
a Principal Scientist at Itek Corp, and finally a private Consultant in Electro-Optics. He began to write
poetry in the 80's under the influence of Linda Crane,
and Charles Olson. His poetry may be viewed on his
website: kentbowker.org,

JACK EVANS
Jack is the author of The Catfood Factory and a 
chapbook entitled Work. He has had his work 
published in many journals. He lives in Gloucester
and is the owner of Mystery Train Records.

ELIZABETH MACDOUGAL
Elizabeth says that, from a young age, poetry has been
a way for her to explore her voice, and later has given
her the experience to see what that means. She values
questions, negative capability, art and people, and
plans to pursue Creative Writing and French 
concentrations at Brown University next year. 

ELLIDA CORNAVACA
Ellida is from Gloucester but spent much of her child-
hood traveling to Brazil and Nicaragua to see family. Enjoying a variety of the local beaches and working
as Art Counselor at Camp Spindrift are her favorite summer activities. Ellida will be attending Rutgers
University in the fall.
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Andrei Codrescu (codrescu.com) was born in Sibiu,
Transylvania, Romania. His first book was License to
Carry a Gun (1970), and his most recent are The
Posthuman Dada Guide: Tzara and Lenin Play Chess
(2009), The Poetry Lesson (2010) and whatever gets you
through the night: a story of sheherezade and the ara-
bian entertainments (2011). Codrescu founded Ex-
quisite Corpse: a Journal of Books & Ideas,
1983-2011 (corpse.org), and taught literature and
poetry at Johns Hopkins University, University of
Baltimore and Louisiana State University. In 1989
he covered the fall of the Ceausescu regime for
NPR and ABC News, and wrote The Hole in the Flag:
an Exile's Story of Return and Revolution. He is a regu-
lar commentator on NPR's All Things Considered, and
has received a Peabody Award for the film Road Scholar.
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"Teaching Olson in
Baton Rouge"  

August 25th  • 7:30 PM 
Unitarian Church 

10 Church Street • Gloucester Ma
Tickets: $20

Help to Support our Educational Programming
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The Gloucester Writers Center was founded to celebrate, preserve and promote
the future of Gloucester's rich literary legacy. Housed in the former home of poet
Vincent Ferrini (1913-2007), the GWC is dedicated to fostering the tradition
of local poetic investigation practiced by Ferrini and his friend and renowned
Gloucester poet, Charles Olson (1910-1970). Through a variety of community-
based programming, including literary readings, workshops, youth programs,
topical writers' talks and conferences, and a residency program, the GWC will
serve as a gathering place and resource center for local and international writers
in all genres, fields and realms of interest. 

���
��	������
An Evening of Poetry and Prose

JOEL SLOMAN

RUTH LEPSON

Joel Sloman was born in Brooklyn in 1943 and grew up there. He is the author of Virgil's Machines (1966), Bus
Poems (1992), Stops (1997), and Cuban Journal (2000). His most recent publication is a chapbook, 
Off the Beaten Trakl (2009).  Joel lives in Medford, MA. 

Ruth Lepson is poet-in-residence at the New England Conservatory of Music and in recent years has been collaborat-
ing with musicians, now with the group Box Lunch. Her books are Dreaming in Color, pub by Alice James Books,and
Morphology (with photographer Rusty Crump), and I Went Looking for You (both pubublished by BlazeVOX). 

September 14th •7:30

www.gloucesterwriters.org.
126 EAST MAIN STREET • GLOUCESTER, MA 01930 • USA

The Gloucester Writers Center is devoted to the exploration, development and celebration 
of our diverse voices through dialogue and the artistic process.
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SANDY TOLAN
reads from his new book
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www.gloucesterwriters.org.

126 EAST MAIN STREET  
GLOUCESTER, MA 01930 •

www.gloucesterwriters.org.
126 EAST MAIN STREET • GLOUCESTER, MA 01930 • USA

The Gloucester Writers Center is devoted to the exploration, development and celebration 
of our diverse voices through dialogue and the artistic process.
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Etchings of Vincent Ferrini and
Charles Olson by Edmund Sullivan

Peter Anastas, Charles Olson and Vincent Ferrini

M
A

R
K

PO
W

E
R

PH
O

T
O

When Vincent Ferrini died on Christmas Eve, 2007 his
nephew Henry Ferrini wanted to turn his home into a 
living memorial to the poet. The project languished for a 

couple of years until Paul Sawyer a locally rooted, Unitarian Universalist minister was diagnosed
with terminal cancer. Paul made it his last wish that his late friend Vincent Ferrini's studio would
survive as a gathering and learning place, as it had been during Vincent's lifetime.

History

Paul enlisted the help of local ally and longtime friend Annie
Thomas. Annie, Henry and Paul's enthusiasm won the sup-
port of others including New York writer André Spears who
became a third co-founder. 
The concept expanded to include Vincent's friend and fellow
poet Charles Olson, then to take in the entire span of
Gloucester's literary legacy - past and future. These efforts
tapped into a remarkable popular groundswell of affection
and appreciation for Vincent and Charles, and their presence
in the community. Nearly $100,000 was raised - much of it
from small, local donations - and Vincent's house was saved
and restored. The Gloucester Writers Center was incorpo-
rated on June 10, 2010, just before Paul Sawyer's death, and
soon received 501(c)(3) status from the IRS. Now, two years
later, GWC is a healthy, growing entity, sponsoring a range
of events and programs that serve people from all of walks of
Gloucester and Cape Ann life.
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History

The original art in Vincent Ferrini’s collection 
comprised of works by many friends including:
Paul Anderson (from his series of Women in Cars),
Elaine Wing, David Bianchini, Mary Shore, Helen
Stein, Lawrence Ferlinghetti and Jain Tarnower.

Vincent’s extensive library demanded
almost all of the wall space.

Even the tiny kitchen had its own display
of various creative works including one of
Vincent’s signature driftwood sculptures.

Vincent bought 126 East Main Street 
in the late 40's. Some report it was the 

original Harbor Cafe. 
The simple one-story building was used

as his frame shop for years and 
later became his home. 
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Charlie Olson installs a new door at 126 East Main Street

(l-r) Jo-Ann Castano, Susan Steiner, Richard Emmanuel,
Isaac Ferrini and Geoffrey Thomas at the celebration of
successfully purchasing the building at 126 East Main
Street - the new home of the Gloucester Writers Center.

A final visit to Good Harbor Beach with Henry. 

Vincent on the Good Harbor Beach bridge, 
November 13, 2007.
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HENRY:
This has been the year of getting our 
educational programs together. Charlee 
Bianchini has had terrific success with her
women’s writers groups and youth programs,
and now Amanda Cook is on board. She has
an idea about a Garden writing workshop,
which we like a lot. When we brought Will
Allen to talk about the farming crisis there
were about 100 people in the audience. 
The groups at GWC are diverse, from poetry
to the politics of agriculture. One thing re-
mains in common - an underlying committ-
ment to understanding the place where we
“live and have our being.”

What resonates with me is the "deeper not wider"  
approach that we've been taking. Our annual event
with the Cape Ann Museum is a great example of
bringing people to Gloucester who had a relationship
with Charles Olson, pushing us deeper into what the
bard recognized in Gloucester.

In the film Polis is This, John Stilgoe said, “In order to
understand and appreciate any landscape in its totality
you have to look at it from all different angles.  Geog-

raphy, Biology, Cul-
ture everything”.
As Vincent said: 

"Remember one
drop of sea-water
is the whole of it,
the whole of it 
one drop.”

4

ANNIE:
One of the exciting things about the creation
of GWC was to understand how many people -
diverse and from all over - were out there in
an unseen network of friends of Vincent's, or
students  of Charles Olson, and who really
cared what happened to Vincent's home at
126 East Main Street.

They saw the importance of it as a representation of
something to be revered - where you could go to talk
about poetry and would end up talking about life be-
cause Vincent knew there was no separation - "life is
the poem." Where for 50 years Vincent lived simply
and wrote a constant stream of poetry, a solitary 
pursuit, but kept his door open to the whole commu-
nity - writers, non-writers, Cape Anners and corre-
spondents all over the world - the known and
unknown equally welcome.

Now this simple little place serves as a launching pad
from which a wide and diverse group of people, span-
ning generations, can share the work of writing, think-
ing, and conversing as a living form that builds
community. We'll continue to be an open door, lead-
ing to the spirit of poetic inquiry that Olson and 
Ferrini practiced and continuing to build community
that celebrates place and the truth of the poet/writer.
Our programs are dedicated to this opening of 
dialogue, non-coercive, and irrespective of economic
and social boundaries.

Annie & henry
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POET LAUREATE SERIES W/ KENT BOWKER/JACK EVANS & GHS STUDENTS - GLOUCESTER'S OWN

TERRY REIS KENNEDY READING - "THE WRITERS & THE WOLVES."

JOEANN HART/LAURA HARRINGTON READING - NOVELISTS AND FRIENDS

KATE TARLOW - "I AM AN ARCHIVE AND IN IT ARE ALL MY THINGS"

JOHN LANDRY - "FULLY AWAKE" - BLACK MOUNTAIN COLLEGE

DAVID RICH - READS FROM HIS NEW CHAPBOOK "ARSHILE GORKY"

ANDREI CODRESCU - "TEACHING OLSON IN BATON ROUGE"

RELEASE PARTY FOR THE “ELICITOR” - GLOUCESTER HIGH SCHOOL LITERARY MAGAZINE

RUTH LEPSON/JOEL SLOMAN - READINGS FROM THEIR WORKS

LAUNCH & READING “POLIS 3” - GLOUCESTER/SAN FRANCISCO LITERARY MAGAZINE

“SPACE TIME LOVE” - CHARLES ALEXANDER ON CHARLES OLSON

TRIBUTE TO JOE GARLAND - THE PASSING OF A GLOUCESTER ICON

POETS & LAUREATES - LOCAL POETS RUFUS COLLINSON, JAMES COOK, JOHN RONAN, WILLIE ALEXANDER

WRITER-IN-RESIDENCE IAIN SINCLAIR - BRITISH WRITER AND FILM MAKER TALKS ABOUT OLSON

PIERRE JORIS & NICOLE PEYRAFITTE - TRANSLATION AND COLLABORATION

A DRAMATIC READING OF “TOUR” - PLAY BY LOCAL WRITER DAVID WISE

“DWELLING IN THE SPELL” - POETRY AND MUSIC BY ELIZABETH MCKIM AND MICHAEL SIEGELL

WILL ALLEN: “THE WAR ON BUGS” - AGRICULTURAL ACTIVIST TALKS ABOUT FOOD

MICHAEL GREGORY: AN EVENING OF MUSIC AND POETRY - POET AND JAZZ GUITARIST

SHEP ABBOTT READS - FROM HIS NOVEL-IN-PROGRESS, "DOGBOY"

JIM DUNN AND MYSTERY GUEST - HAD TO BE THERE!

GAY WALLEY - A READING OF HER NEW PLAY, "FREUD AND MAHLER"

SUSAN ERONY - TEXT, IMAGE & VISUAL ART

GWC READINGS

Most of the events took place at the Gloucester Writers Center, 126 East Main Street 
Other venues included The Harbor Room (overlooking Gloucester Harbor), 

the Unitarian Universalist Church in Gloucester, and the Cape Ann Museum.

In terms of lectures, readings and performances, the past year has been a busy one for us. 
Here's a list of the poets, novelists, critics, essayists, playwrights, and non-fiction writers 

who have appeared at GWC since April, 2011.
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KATE COLBY

& THE GWC Poetry Salon
The GWC was founded in part to pique & promote the interests of local writers, readers and 
literary audiences. Bringing poets from outside of Cape Ann to read and discuss their work is 

a key component of that mission. 

VINCENT KATZ - 
GWC is adept at expanding the field to include writers,
musicians, theater people, historians and others with a

wide range of interests.

CHRISTIAN HAWKEY - In an increasingly virtual and placeless time, the
Gloucester Writers Center is a place where language can gather, be shared, and be 
affirmed. Everyone was incredibly warm and welcoming.
I didn't want to leave!

KATE GREENSTREET - I had the sense that various
camps of poetry were represented, all of us gathering happily in
one place, our guns left at the door. People were enthusiastic,
the food delicious, sold a lot of books, a wonderful, historic
town. The sea! A great night all around.

Our quarterly Poetry Salon brings a diverse 
selection of practicing poets from Boston, 
New York and beyond to local writers and listeners. 

THE FIRST FOUR SALONS FEATURED POETS:
• Kate Greenstreet • Katie Peterson 
• Anna Moschovakis • Vincent Katz 
• Kate Schapira • Brenda Iijima 
• Brian Blanchfield & • Christian Hawkey. 

Here are some responses from poets who read at the Salon:

"I am always amazed by the generosity and engagement of our Poetry Salon audiences. I started the 
series in hopes of bringing a wide range of poetic voices to Gloucester, but all of my participating writers

have left, in turn, with a little bit of the local brack and granite in their blood." KATE COLBY
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POETRY READING EVENTS

Gerrit Lansing & Erik Lomen

Andrei Codrescu

Peter Anastas and Iain Sinclair tour Olson's 
Gloucester aboard the "Black Sheep". 

Kent Bowker at GWC

JoeAnn Hart: 
"Reading at the Gloucester Writers 

Center was to stand on the shoulders of all the
other Cape Ann writers who came before me". 

L to R - Gay Walley, Charlee Bianchini, Thorpe
Feidt, Peter Anastas, Ellen Sibley & George Sibley.

“The Gloucester Writers Center is the literary heartbeat of New England”   
Don Wellman, Professor of Writing and Humanities.
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Charlee Bianchini has been a star for us in this
regard. Since June 2010, a group of five to ten women
have been meeting with Charlee at the Gloucester
Writers Center and other locations. Calling themselves
“A Group of One’s Own: Women Writers of Fish-
town,” they’ve been sharing the joy and fulfillment
that writing can bring. They’ve also been joined by

various writers in resi-
dence at the Center.
This has been a great
way for our visitors to
get involved in the
weekly happenings of
the Center, as well  as a
chance for the women
to connect with suc-
cessful writers and get
a taste of what the
writing life can be like.

Last August, the Gloucester Writers Center held a
children’s camp hosted by Charlee about “sense of
place.” For three days Cape Ann kids explored the
ways we relate to place, and how it defines us as people
and as greater communities. Then they wrote about it.
According to Charlee, “The workshop gave the kids an
appreciation for nature and their community, as well as
helping them develop their writing skills.”

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

Brynn Sibley - “Charlee has helped me
relax when I write and not feel like I have
to be ever so conscious of each piece of 
syntax. We do a lot of free writes which
means you are usually given a prompt and
then have to have the pen stay on the page
until the time is up. I like this exercise because it helps 
the flow of continuous words.” 

We’re happy that we can give writers the opportunity for undisturbed work and study in Vincent’s beautifully 
refurbished home. And we’re excited about the enrichment and stimulation of  GWC readings and 

lectures. But our core mission is also closely aligned with the community programs we provide.

Terry Weber, local journalist, writer and early sup-
porter of GWC,  and the Finish Line Writers Group
have been meeting at
the Gloucester Writ-
ers Center for several
months. Terry re-
ports, “We are all
working on our own
novels, memoirs or
screenplays, yet still
finding time to support
each other’s projects.
May we all make it to the Finish Line!”

In March Ruth Lepson, who teaches poetry at New
England Conservatory, brought twenty-five of her stu-
dents to the GWC. Henry Ferrini, James Cook and
Gerrit Lansing talked to them
about Olson and student Sarah
Jarosz responded, 
“By studying Olson and being in
Gloucester, I realized that my own 
interpretation of ‘what is’ will, in a
sense, be original…. I certainly felt
my inspiration surfacing today.”

The “Elicitor” is Gloucester High
School’s literary magazine. Last
fall’s “Elicitor” launch event at
GWC provided student contrib-
utors with a live link to the liter-
ary history of Cape Ann, as they
read their work in the very space
where Vincent had written over

thirty volumes of poetry. Henry Ferrini noted, 
“Reading in a place that is devoted to writing gives these
kids a good sense of the value of their own work. It vali-
dates their experience as writers.”

James Cook

From left - Maura Cronin, Barbara Buls
Boudreau, Terry Weber, Jane Keddy, Lois Mc-
Nulty. (Not pictured - Cindy Hendrickson,
Steve MacKinnon, and Doug Hall.)

Sarah Jarosz
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Events like these utilize GWC’s physical space, and the talents of local artists and writers, to provide outreach 
and education, and also to carry forward the dialogue with place initiated by Olson and Ferrini. 

As we continue to grow, the services we are able to provide to the community at large will increase and diversify.

As demonstrated by last year’s “Scribbler’s Feast” 
honoring local writer Peter Anastas, food is a medium too.

And, in keeping with
the theme of “deeper
not wider,” Rosemary
Haughton, Nancy

Schwoyer and many longtime Wellspring supporters
broke bread at the GWC to discuss the nexus between
hospitality and social change.
The event was videotaped for the GWC archive.

Finally, in the spirit of sociability, we must mention
June’s birthday celebration for Vincent Ferrini – 
“La Dolce Vita.” 
The event was held in the beautiful Harbor Room
across the street from the Gloucester Writers Center

and was attended by over one
hundred people. Music and
dancing were the fare, and
the evening was highlighted
by a hilarious skit in which
“La Dolce Vita’s” star, Mar-
cello, comes back to Glouces-
ter in search of “Ferrini.”
Anita Ekborg attended the
party as well. She was looking
for a real poet.

The GWC Film
Series curated by
Henry Ferrini has
had a strong 
reception. “Lowell
Blues”, about Jack
Kerouac, “Polis is
This” about Charles
Olson, and “Fully
Awake” a documen-

tary about Black Mountain College, were all well at-
tended. But the showing of Henry’s movie about
Vincent –“Poem in Action”– in Vincent’s own home,
was particularly powerful.

Our first Living History event included Thorpe 
Feidt, Gerrit Lansing, Peter Anastas and Greg Gibson 
discussing 1960s literary Gloucester over dinner 
and wine.
This event was also videotaped for the GWC archive.
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of Summer’s Return
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Wendy Fitting is the Pastor of the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church in Gloucester where she has served
since 1989, after receiving a Master of Divinity degree
from Harvard Divinity School. Prior to entering the
ministry she worked for the Mass Department of
mental health. She shares with Charles Olson and
Vincent Ferrini a love of Gloucester and the apprecia-
tion of the particularity of place -- a theme that is 
central to her ministry.

Gregor Gibson is a writer, publisher, and has been
an antiquarian book dealer since 1976, specializing in
old and rare maritime books, documents, manuscripts
and ephemera, and in the Literature of Cape Ann,
about which he compiled a lengthy bibliography in
1979. His publishing house, Ten Pound Books has
published 30 books, including Vincent Ferrini's auto-
biography Hermit of the Clouds and Peter Anastas’
Maximus to Gloucester. He is the author of Gone Boy
(Random House), Demon of the Waters (Little Brown)
and Hubert’s Freaks (Harcourt) as well as numerous
small press publications.

André Spears is an experimental writer and inde-
pendent scholar. His most recent publication is the
bilingual book Translation, published in France in
June, 2010. He earned a doctorate in Comparative
Literature, with an area of concentration in the inter-
relation of literature and archaeology; his dissertation
addressed the image of archaic Mesoamerica in the
writings of Lawrence, Artaud and Olson. Concur-
rently, he worked as a freighter and tanker broker, fol-
lowing family interests in the Greek shipping business.
He serves as a member of the Board of Directors at
Poets House in lower Manhattan.

Kate Colby is author of four collections of poetry,
including Beauport, which came out from Litmus
Press in 2010, and Fruitlands, which won the Norma
Farber First Book Award from the Poetry Society of
America in 2007. She currently lives and works in
Providence, RI.
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BOARD of DIRECTORS

Henry Ferrini • President - is the co-director of
the Gloucester Writers Center, the co-founder of the
North Shore Jazz Project and a documentary film-
maker. His work has played on PBS and at museums
and galleries around the world. His films include:
Polis is This: Charles Olson and the Persistence of
Place; Poem in Action, a portrait of his uncle Vincent
Ferrini, and Lowell Blues: the Words of Jack Kerouac.
He is developing films about the iconic jazz stylist
Lester Young and Luminist painter Fitz Henry Lane. 

Annie Thomas • Clerk - is the co-founder of
Gloucester Writers Center. Vincent Ferrini was her
close friend for 37 years and the godfather of her 
children. Annie brings years of nonprofit management
experience to the project, including expertise in volun-
teer coordination and 12 years experience of highly
successful fundraising as Development Director of Well-
spring House, Inc. She also brings a commitment to
maintaining the Vincent Ferrini House as a place of
hospitality and nurture, in his honor.

Peter Higgins • Treasurer - has spent the last 33
years working in the manufacturing sector.  He works
as the treasurer of Bomco, Inc., a locally owned busi-
ness that primarily supports the aerospace industry.
He has served in the past as vice-chair of the Glouces-
ter Conservation Board and has a degree in anthropol-
ogy from Syracuse University.

Charlee Bianchini - grew up in Gloucester. She
discovered poetry when she was in second grade, and
hasn’t stopped writing since. Her passion has evolved
into travel writing. Charlee has traveled throughout
the world, and in particular throughout Asia, doing
extensive work and research within the Tibetan com-
munity. When she isn’t traveling, she teaches creative
writing to women and high school students at the
GWC. Writing enables Charlee to explore and con-
template the things witnessed in her life’s journey. 
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Dorothy Shubow Nelson - is an author whose
book, The Dream of the Sea - Early poems was pub-
lished in 2008. Her poems have appeared in such
journals as Sojourner, The Café Review, Rhythm Maga-
zine, atelier, North Shore North, Consequence Magazine,
and  Human Architecture, The Promise of Poetry in
Memories of Mahmoud Darwish, (2009). She taught
writing and literature at UMass Boston for many
years. She has served as a community and labor activist
in greater Boston and with the Black Lung Association
of West Virginia. She was an editor for the East
Boston Community News, and edits Union News 
for the faculty staff union at UMass/Boston. She cor-
responded with Vincent Ferrini and was a close friend
for over 35 years. Many of his poems and letters to her
are archived with the Cape Ann Museum. In 2009 
she presented a paper on Charles Olson at the 
Association for the Study of Literature and the Envi-
ronment Conference.
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GWC STAFF

FINANCIAL

$4,625.00

NET EXCESS

INCOME

$48,407.00
EXPENSES

$43,782.00

Operating Statement
Gloucester Writers Center

04/01/2011 - 03/31/2012

INCOME
Donations, Grants, Events            

OPERATING EXPENSES
Salaries, Other Benefits

Professional Fees

Occupancy, Rent Utilities, Maintenance

Printing, Publications, Postage

Other Expenses

$48,407.00

$31,952.00

4,230.00

3,838.00

2,142.00

1,620.00

TOTAL  $43,782.00

NET EXPENSES  4,625.00

For every paid staff hour at Gloucester Writers Cen-
ter there are 20 hours volunteered by our amazing
cadre of talented people who have made the successes

of this past year possible. From writing a press release, taking pictures, helping with mailings, 
entertaining our supporters, leading a group, pounding a nail, making a sign, updating our website,
doing a reading, plumbing, planting, parking, cooking, working at our events, lending professional serv-
ices, the time and labor of many people of all ages has made our growth possible and continues to make
the GWC the vibrant community it is.  Thank You!

VOLUNTEERS

Henry Ferrini & Anne Thomas - Co-Directors

Greg Gibson - Editor

Charlee Bianchini - Educational Coordinator

H. A. Lind  - Graphic Designer (in abstentia)

VINCENT CASTAGNACCI PHOTO
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In addition, we plan to intensify our
community outreach, by continuing to
provide a meeting place for writers
groups, and partnering with local
schools in youth programs.

We will begin planning for long term
maintenance and expansion of our 

physical space at 126 East Main Street.
We want to increase capacity while 
preserving the ambiance and spirit of
Vincent's workplace. 

Gloucester Writers Center will build
upon the successes of our first years and
broaden our grant writing.

12

THE FUTURE AT GWC

The most visible aspect of the Gloucester Writers Center - the readings, 
lectures and residencies by visiting artists - continues to be a popular success 

and is running close to capacity. We intend to maintain it at this level, providing a
forum for local writers, as well as bringing in new voices from beyond Cape Ann.

But still, our future is in the hands of you, our supporters. Thank You!

Now into its third year of existence, this

"working writers center in a 

working town"  is gaining traction.  

We have brought internationally 

known writers like Diane diPrima, 

Andrei Codrescu and Iain Sinclair to town. 

This year will be highlighted by 

appearances from counter-cultural 

icon Ed Sanders and prize 

winning poet Anne Waldman.
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The Gloucester Writers Center is devoted to the exploration, development and celebration 
of our diverse voices through dialogue and the artistic process.
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The Gloucester Writers Center is devoted to the exploration, development and celebration 
of our diverse voices through dialogue and the artistic process.

Elisabeth McKim is international performance artist and teacher living in Lynn. Many of her poems have
risen from his musical inspiration and a long colleagial friendship with Michael Siegell. She is the author
of Body India and four other books of poetry. 

Michael Siegell lives in Cambridge, MA where he combines artistic, scholarly and clinical interests across
many cultures and disciplines.   He performs, teaches and collaborates with artists and troubadours from
all quarters.   

READINGS ARE MADE POSSIBLE WITH GENEROUS SUPPORT FROM THE BRUCE J. ANDERSON FOUNDATION
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POEMS INSPIRED BY

IMPRESSIONS AND IMAGES

EVOKED BY

INDIAN RAGAS. 

SUNDAY • DECEMBER 11TH • 4:00PM

THE HARBOR ROOM • 9 NORWOOD COURT

• Tickets $10.00 • Student's $5:00 • No one turned away for lack of funds

www.gloucesterwriters.org.
126 EAST MAIN STREET • GLOUCESTER, MA 01930 • USA

The Gloucester Writers Center is a place for working writers in a working town.
We are devoted to the exploration, development and celebration of our diverse voices through dialogue and the artistic process.

Iain Sinclair is a British writer, documentarist,
film maker, poet, flaneur, metropolitan prophet
and urban shaman, keeper of lost cultures and
futurologist. 

His talk at the Cape Ann Museum will 
consider the work and legend of Charles Olson,
as refracted through his continuing and
provocative influence on British poets of the
Sixties and Seventies, such as JH Prynne, Tom
Raworth, Andrew Crozier and Allen Fisher.

�����
CAPE ANN MUSEUM

OCTOBER 15TH

TIME - TO BE ANNOUNCED

��������

www.gloucesterwriters.org.
126 EAST MAIN STREET • GLOUCESTER, MA 01930 • USA

The Gloucester Writers Center is a working writer’s center in a working town. We are devoted to the exploration, 
development and celebration of our diverse voices through dialogue and the artistic process.

Shep Abbott has been an award winning filmmaker since 1970 when, at the age of 27, 
he discovered there was something he was good at. His first professional film work was 

conducted in East Africa, producing documentaries for ABC-TV on cheetah, leopard and 
the Maasai Tribe. Settling in New York City, he found work as a writer and director for 

educational children's programming. In 1985, his story for the film "C.H.U.D." was produced. 
The previous year, the film for which he was the principal cameraman, 

"Broken Rainbow", won the Academy Award for best documentary. 
In 1994, Shep established "Fishtown Artspace, Inc." and was it's executive director until it closed 

in 2007. Since then, he has returned to writing and filmmaking. "Dogboy" is his first novel.

READINGS ARE MADE POSSIBLE WITH GENEROUS SUPPORT FROM THE BRUCE J. ANDERSON FOUNDATION
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Shep Abbott began writing Dogboy as

a screenplay in the late 80's in New
York City. He had begun spending

time up in New England after having
been away for many years and was
once again charmed by the North

Woods. He decided to try to adapt the
screenplay as a novel. Expanding the

scope of the original screenplay into a
novel has been an extraordinary 

journey into the deep, dark and light
corners of his own soul.

www.gloucesterwriters.org.
126 EAST MAIN STREET • GLOUCESTER, MA 01930 • USA

WEDNESDAY • NOVEMBER 16, 2011 • 7:30 PM

The Gloucester Writers Center is devoted to the exploration, development and celebration 
of our diverse voices through dialogue and the artistic process.

Pierre Joris will read from recent work & translations,
Nicole Peyrafitte will perform excerpts form her latest multimedia project “Bi-Valve”.

Pierre Joris has moved between the US, Great Britain, North
Africa, France and Luxembourg for fifty years, publishing
over forty books of poetry, essays and translations.
Forthcoming in 2012 is Diwan Iffrikya: An Anthology of
North African Writings from Prehistory to Today, 
co-edited with Habib Tengour (University of California
Press); in 2011 Chax Press will publish the complete 
Meditations on the Stations of Mansur al-Hallaj (poems) 
& Black Widow Press Exile is My Trade: A Habib Tengour
Reader edited, introduced and translated by Joris.

Nicole Peyrafitte is a Pyrenean-born performance artist who sings, paints, films, writes, and cooks. In the
past few years she produced & performed The Bi-Continental Chowder/La Garbure Transcontinentale (mul-
timedia performance & CD), Whisk! Don’t Churn (with Michael Bisio, live performances & CD), Augustus
Saint Gaudens’ Return to the Fatherland (Multimedia performance, essay, & documentary script), Sax,
Soup, Poetry & Voice (Performance & DVD with Pierre Joris & Joe Giardullo) & Emulsion. 
Nicole Peyrafitte has worked with Pierre Joris since the early 90’s; their collaborations include a range of duo
performances, over 10 book covers or illustrations, & — last but not least — raising two sons together, Miles
(their son) & Joseph (Nicole’s son).      More info at: www.nicolepeyrafitte.com

& A DOUBLE READING AT THE

GLOUCESTER WRITER CENTER

PARKING ACROSS THE STREET ON NORWOOD COURT

www.gloucesterwriters.org.
126 EAST MAIN STREET • GLOUCESTER, MA 01930 • USA

The Gloucester Writers Center is a working writer’s center in a working town. We are devoted to the exploration, 
development and celebration of our diverse voices through dialogue and the artistic process.

READINGS ARE MADE POSSIBLE WITH GENEROUS SUPPORT FROM THE BRUCE J. ANDERSON FOUNDATION

H
.A

. L
IN

D
 G

R
A

PH
IC

 D
E

SI
G

N

��!����
����

� � � � � 
 " � � � � " � � � � � � �

����� ������������ �����
!����� ����� ������� ������� ��� ���� ��

��� ����� ���� ������� ���� ��  ���� ������� �����

��!��� 
���� +4�#�(+./�21'/ 5*#5�3'/'/$'34
5*'�2.#%'��#%-��'316#%�%16.&�015�(13)'5��

:�(64+0)�7+46#.�*+4513:��.#0)6#)'�#0&�,#;;
+051�#��+./��1'/���18'..�
.6'4�+..6/+0#5'4�

�'316#%�4�%*+.&*11&�*1/'�

�#%-��'316#%

���
�
�������
��
���
��	���

	����	����	��
�����	��
����

������
"�
�''��10+5;�<�!+..+'��.'9#0&'3

#0&��+/��1*'35:

5*'�813&4�1(�

�������� 
"�
< !+..+'��.'9#0&'3��< �3')13:��1341�
< �1*00:��'22���< �#31.:0��#44#&:
< �#7+&��/3#/���< �1$'35��3''.':�

< �1:%'��1*0410

� � � � � � � �

�10&#:��#3%*���5*��������
���2/�<���	��#45��#+0��53''5

An Evening of
Music and Poetry

by Michael Gregory
Wednesday 

February 1, 2012
7:30pm

126 East Main Street

�One of the most lyrical musicians 
working today... 

singularly personal and arresting 
and one of contemporary music's 

few genuine poets..."
DOWN BEAT

Being here... beautiful Gloucester, MA, nearby the
ocean, in all seasons, has been an 

intense, carthartic, transformational 
and magical experience for me. 

I wrote many new songs and  poems... 
reclaimed my spirit, creative soul and mojo”.

Michael Gregory was Born in New Haven, CT, 1953, he began to play guitar at the age of seven. 
In his teens, he often performed his own material during solo gigs and band appearances. 

Among Michael's early influences were Jimi Hendrix, Miles Davis, John Coltrane, Son House, 
Joni Mitchell and Igor Stravinsky. He is working on “Poems Righting Me” a book of poems 

and recording “Breathe” a new CD. Performing music, reciting poetry, 
producing music and teaching in the USA and Internationally. 

www.gloucesterwriters.org.
126 EAST MAIN STREET • GLOUCESTER, MA 01930 • USA

The Gloucester Writers Center is a working writer’s center in a working town. We are devoted to the exploration, 
development and celebration of our diverse voices through dialogue and the artistic process.
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HENRY FERRINI SCREENS FILM
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POEM IN ACTION is the eye of a filmmaker, sneaking into 
the world of Vincent Ferrini and exploring the poet’s renowned 
commitment to the unity of art and life, “the living poem.” Says
Robert Creeley: “Ferrini has spent his life coming to clarity, to the
deceptively seeming simple statement of what it is to be alive.”
POEM IN ACTION portrays the forces which forged this 

seminal post-modernist poet: his life as an immigrant’s son and factory worker, the Great 
Depression, the Communist Party, and the poetics of place.  
Living down the street from the poet provided the filmmaker (his nephew) an opportunity to
capture the spontaneity of the man and the ever-changing landscape of their home in Gloucester,
Massachusetts. Vincent’s magnetic presence and unyielding creativity make for an energizing 
example of the artist in the community. Not the poet as reclusive or diffident but as spokesman,
social activist, teacher and historian. 

www.gloucesterwriters.org.
126 EAST MAIN STREET • GLOUCESTER, MA 01930 • USA

The Gloucester Writers Center is a working writer’s center in a working town. We are devoted to the exploration, 
development and celebration of our diverse voices through dialogue and the artistic process.
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• Produced, Directed and photographed by Henry Ferrini 
• Edited by Joe Cultrera • Music by David Trooper
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Brian Blanchfield is a poet and essayist whose recent
work can be found in Boston Review, The Paris 
Review, A Public Space, Lana Turner, The Poetry
Project Newsletter, and Or: A Literary Tabloid. 
A poetry editor of Fence Magazine and author of
Not Even Then (poems, University of California

Press, 2004), he lives in Boston.

Christian Hawkey has written two full-length poetry collections (The Book of Funnels,
Wave Books, 2005 and Citizen Of, Wave Books, 2007), four chapbooks,  and the
cross-genre book Ventrakl (2010, Ugly Duckling Presse). In 2006 he received a 
Creative Capital Innovative Literature Award. In 2008 he was a DAAD Artist-in-
Berlin Fellow. He translates contemporary German poetry, and with the German poet
Uljana Wolf he translates the Austrian writer Ilse Aichinger. His own work has been
translated into over a dozen languages.

www.gloucesterwriters.org.
126 EAST MAIN STREET • GLOUCESTER, MA 01930 • USA

The Gloucester Writers Center is a working writer’s center in a working town. We are devoted to the exploration, 
development and celebration of our diverse voices through dialogue and the artistic process.
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MARCH 3, 2012 • 7:30 PM
AT THE WRITERS CENTER • 126 EAST MAIN STREET • GLOUCESTER
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Brian Blanchfield is a poet and essayist whose recent
work can be found in Boston Review, The Paris 
Review, A Public Space, Lana Turner, The Poetry
Project Newsletter, and Or: A Literary Tabloid. 
A poetry editor of Fence Magazine and author of
Not Even Then (poems, University of California

Press, 2004), he lives in Boston.

Christian Hawkey has written two full-length poetry collections (The Book of Funnels,
Wave Books, 2005 and Citizen Of, Wave Books, 2007), four chapbooks,  and the
cross-genre book Ventrakl (2010, Ugly Duckling Presse). In 2006 he received a 
Creative Capital Innovative Literature Award. In 2008 he was a DAAD Artist-in-
Berlin Fellow. He translates contemporary German poetry, and with the German poet
Uljana Wolf he translates the Austrian writer Ilse Aichinger. His own work has been
translated into over a dozen languages.
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The Gloucester Writers Center is devoted to the exploration, development and celebration 
of our diverse voices through dialogue and the artistic process.
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2011 AT 2:00 PM

“¿Le Gusta este jardín, que es suyo? ¡Evite que sus hijos lo destruyan!”
Malcolm Lowry, Under the Volcano

Help us celebrate the arrival of the third issue of the Gloucester & 
San Francisco literary magazine, Polis. Edited by Zachary Vincent Martin

(Why America Works), David Rich (Arshile Gorky and co-editor of Process),

and James Cook (Some Arguments), the current issue contains work by Danuta

Borchardt (translator of Pornografia), Peter Anastas (Decline of Fishes), Gerrit

Lansing (Heavenly Tree, Northern Earth), Greg Cook (Yokelist Manifestos),

Donald Wellman (A North Atlantic Wall), Carrie Hunter (Kine(sta)sis), Joseph

Torra (What’s So Funny), Sam Cornish (Dead Beats and Poet Laureate of

Boston), Susan Sklan (poems in Gulfstream and Lilith), Antonio Ochoa
(Pulsos), Jim Cocola (“Olson as Educator”), Lewis Ellingham (San Francisco 33
Views and Poet Be Like God), George Stanley (A Tall, Serious Girl and 
Vancouver: A Poem), Christopher Rizzo (Perhaps Become Invisible and
Zing), Nick Whittington (Slough and editor of Amerarcana), Richard Owens
(Delaware Memoranda and editor of Damn the Caesars), Christina Fisher
(Johnny Depp and Winona Ryder), and the editors.

www.gloucesterwriters.org.
126 EAST MAIN STREET • GLOUCESTER, MA 01930 • USA

The Gloucester Writers Center is a working writer’s center in a working town. We are devoted to the exploration, 
development and celebration of our diverse voices through dialogue and the artistic process.

Shep Abbott has been an award winning filmmaker since 1970 when, at the age of 27, 
he discovered there was something he was good at. His first professional film work was 

conducted in East Africa, producing documentaries for ABC-TV on cheetah, leopard and 
the Maasai Tribe. Settling in New York City, he found work as a writer and director for 

educational children's programming. In 1985, his story for the film "C.H.U.D." was produced. 
The previous year, the film for which he was the principal cameraman, 

"Broken Rainbow", won the Academy Award for best documentary. 
In 1994, Shep established "Fishtown Artspace, Inc." and was it's executive director until it closed 

in 2007. Since then, he has returned to writing and filmmaking. "Dogboy" is his first novel.

READINGS ARE MADE POSSIBLE WITH GENEROUS SUPPORT FROM THE BRUCE J. ANDERSON FOUNDATION
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Shep Abbott began writing Dogboy as

a screenplay in the late 80's in New
York City. He had begun spending

time up in New England after having
been away for many years and was
once again charmed by the North

Woods. He decided to try to adapt the
screenplay as a novel. Expanding the

scope of the original screenplay into a
novel has been an extraordinary 

journey into the deep, dark and light
corners of his own soul.
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The Gloucester Writers Center is a working writer’s center in a working town. We are devoted to the exploration, 
development and celebration of our diverse voices through dialogue and the artistic process.
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David Wise joined the Gloucester High School social
studies faculty in 1961. He considers it a privilege to have
taught the children of Gloucester for thirty-five years.
He conducted a one-day school bicycle trip for twelve years
around Cape Ann. One of eight educational sites was at
the Head of the Harbor Park where the Poet in the Park 
activity was inaugurated with Vincent Ferrini as the first
invited poet.
David initiated soccer, as a team sport, at GHS in 1966.
He is a former member of the Charles Olson Society and is
currently a member of the North Shore Samantha Smith
Chapter 45 Veterans for Peace. 
David's  poem, “The Farmer’s Over Eighty Now,” was
published in Poetry for Rockport 5th Anniversary Edition,

in 1995. He is currently working on other writing projects.
He and his wife Enid, live in Rockport where they enjoy their
vegetable garden and keeping honeybees. 

Michael McNamara has appeared on area stages for over 35
years both as an amateur and professional. He founded the
original Cape Ann Theater where he produced two Vincent
Ferrini plays Baseball and Moonprints.  He was co-founder of
the community art space Kingfisher Hall as well as the Who
Done it Mystery Theater. He has appeared professionally at
the Lyric Stage Company, Blackburn Theater Company,
Gloucester Stage Company and the Manhattan Theater Club.
Michael is an area painter who lives in Lanesville with his
wife Cynthia and their son Max.
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the course of a long career Joe Garland contributed
to the life and culture of our community in many

areas – as a newspaperman/activist, as a
yachtsman and chronicler of recreational
sailing along the North Shore, as a social
historian, and as a friend and mentor to 
researchers and writers of all stripes.

Most importantly, Joe gave the city of
Gloucester a lasting and profound sense 
of its identity as a working fishing port.

This awareness came to the fore in the mid-
19th century, when the Procter Brothers pub-
lished such books as The Fishermen’s Memorial
and Record Book. It was continued by Rudyard
Kipling in his Captains Courageous, and ren-
dered iconic by Ferrini’s Know Fish, and by
Olson’s earliest Maximus Poems.

�
��������� �
�
����	�
��
����������
�����������

IN

However, in the latter half of the 20th century, that job was primarily Joe Garland’s, and he accom-
plished it with gusto and grace. In Lone Voyager, That Great Patillo, and the many lively books that
subsequently flowed from Joe’s pen, he reminded us of
the fishing tradition that runs deep in our collective
DNA, and of the heroes whose feats represented the daily
lives of many generations of Gloucester fishermen. His
newspaper writings carried those legends into the context
of the modern fisheries, with all its politics and problems.
His activities as a preservationist helped give us the Great
Republic and the Schooner Adventure – tangible symbols
of our city’s maritime roots.

He gave us, as a community, a stubborn and proud sense
of who and what we are, and a living example of what a
citizen of Gloucester could be. His passing has left us
bereft of one of our strongest voices.

The Gloucester Writers Center is devoted to the exploration, development and celebration 
of our diverse voices through dialogue and the artistic process.

www.gloucesterwriters.org.
126 EAST MAIN STREET • GLOUCESTER, MA 01930 • USA
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THANK YOU TO THE BRUCE J. ANDERSON FOUNDATION FOR THEIR ONGOING SUPPORT OF OUR EVENTS.

 • AR 2011 GWC InsideBackCover_Layout 1  6/4/12  1:43 PM  Page 1



where is the connection

between the word & the action

the line, the hook, & the wonderful?

www.gloucesterwriters.org.
126 EAST MAIN STREET • GLOUCESTER, MA 01930 • USA

The Gloucester Writers Center is devoted to the exploration, development and celebration 
of our diverse voices through dialogue and the artistic process.

AR CoverBack.NewSig_Layout 1  6/4/12  3:03 PM  Page 1


	1 AR 2011 CoverFt Bleed
	2 AR 2011 CWC InsideFrontCover
	3 AR 2011 GWC Pg1
	4 AR 2011 GWC Pg2
	5 AR 2011 GWC Pg3
	6 AR 2011 GWC Pg4
	7 AR 2011 GWC Pg5
	8 AR 2011 GWC Pg6
	9 AR 2011 GWC Pg7
	10 AR 2011 GWC Pg8
	11 AR 2011 GWC Pg9
	12 AR 2011 GWC Pg10
	13 AR 2011 GWC Pg11
	14 AR 2011 GWC Pg12
	15 AR 2011 GWC InsideBackCover
	16 AR 2011 CoverBack

